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SCIENTIFIC ARTICLE FORMAT

ORDER
1. Abstract
2. Introduction
3. Skim Methods/Results
4. Discussion
5. Read Methods/Results



ABSTRACT

Abstracts contain four types of information:
§Purpose or rational of study (why they did it)
§Methodology (how they did it)
§Results (what they found)
§Conclusion (what it means)
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INTRODUCTION

§ Inform the reader what is known about the 
topic
– Broad to specific

§ Describe the gaps in knowledge
§ Explain the focal point i.e. the question the 

author is asked and answered within the 
topic
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METHODS & RESULTS

Methods:
§ Explain the experiment and how it was 

performed
– This is often the most difficult section to 

understand
– Tip: try to draw out the experimental 

design

RESULTS:
§ Statements of findings with supported 

statistics and refences to figures/tables
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DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION

§ Place meaning of work in broader 
context of topic
– What do the author’s findings 

mean 
– Provides a clear answer to the 

question proposed in the 
introduction
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